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Opening 6:30pm Friday 25 September, Bodywork brings together 
for the first time Kaylene Whiskey (SA), Amber Boardman (NSW) 
and Tarryn Gill (WA). 

Featuring contorted soft sculptures, a video collage of female 
celebrity icons and fleshy paintings, Bodywork explores ideas 
connected to body modification, self-expression and female 
empowerment. 

Kaylene Whiskey is a Yankunytjatjara artist who lives in the 
remote Aboriginal community of Indulkana in the Anangu 
Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara (APY) Lands in north-west South 
Australia. Whiskey is rapidly gaining national acclaim for her 
joyous, detailed paintings of strong kungkas (women). Heavily 
influenced by her surroundings, her paintings depict a mix of 
bush tucker and community life alongside music and screen 
idols. In Bodywork her works are playful, drenched with colour 
and feature celebrities like Dolly Parton, Tina Turner and Cher 
within her world on the APY Lands. 

“I like to listen to rock music and Tina Turner, and I paint with 
really strong colours, I put in lots of the special details, and 
everyone likes it. I paint strong stories too, paintings about 
heaven and Jesus, and sometimes Mintabie (local mining town,) 
and paintings about my country Indulkana. Sometimes my 
paintings tell hard stories, but my paintings are always colourful 
and painting them makes me happy”. – Kaylene Whiskey

Three rising stars of Australian art 
boldly reclaim the representation 
of women’s bodies through a series 
of defiant and at times humorous 
artworks which simultaneously 
acknowledge and critique the 
influences of popular culture and 
mainstream beauty standards, in 
Bodywork – Fremantle Art Centre’s 
new exhibition. 

bOdywOrk

Image: Tarryn Gill, Limber (1) (detail), 2020, mixed media, including 
hand-stitched Lycra, EPE foam and fibre fill, artificial eyes, steel, 

dimensions: 1.1m x  3.7m x 1.25m. Courtesy of the artist and Gallery 
Sally-Dan Cuthbert. Photography by Pixel Poetry.
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American-born, Sydney-based artist Amber Boardman 
has created a suite of large-scale oil paintings that blend 
humour, empathy and a critical eye. Drawing on her 
previous career as an animator, Boardman’s paintings in 
Bodywork depict morphing, leaking and changing bodies 
going through acts of extreme ‘self-care’, taking aim at 
the internet-based beauty ideals and the pressures of 
conformity women face in today’s social media age.  
 
“I try to look at the normal things people do, but with a 
curious mind, and then I imagine ways I can characterise 
them. An example is my long-standing fascination with 
women’s beauty rituals and the industry around them. I 
think of the women I paint as artists who use makeup, spray 
tan, hair dye, plastic surgery, etc. as their art mediums”. – 
Amber Boardman 
 
Perth artist Tarryn Gill has created her largest works to date 
for Bodywork, a series of large, voluptuous soft sculptures 
covered in glitzy dance fabrics. Drawing on a recent trip 
to Java, where she experienced the winding forms of the 
colossal Trembesi trees, and her background in competitive 
calisthenics, Gill’s contorted, multi-limbed feminine forms 
blend nature with the art of performance and continue her 
exploration of the uncanny body.  
 
“The sculptures I make are hand-carved and hand-stitched 
and are made from sparkling, dance materials and trims, 
which are influenced by my experience doing calisthenics – I 
performed from when I was 5 to 25 years old. I’m assembling 
these materials now in a way that asserts their femininity 
and makes them darkly powerful in an uncanny way”.  
– Tarryn Gill  
 
In presenting these rich series of works together Curator 
Erin Coates tells a powerful story in Bodywork. The 
exhibition is funny, at times perverse and ultimately 
empowering because it rejects the notion of one ideal 
female body. 
 
“Bodywork offers audiences a rich and complex array of 
approaches to the ways we view our bodies. Kaylene, Amber 
and Tarryn come from strikingly different backgrounds yet 
their artworks each act to reclaim women’s bodies; as a site 
for celebration, self-expression and contestation,”  
Coates said.  
 
“The exhibition imbues the body with uncanny power, the 
allure of celebrity and the absurdist humour of failed  
beauty regimes.”  
 
Bodywork is curated by Erin Coates, FAC Acting Curator. 

. 

Images: Amber Boardman, Be Your Own Plastic Surgeon, 2018 (detail), oil on polyester, 91 x 71cm. Image courtesy & copyright the artist. Kaylene Whiskey, Wonder Woman in the Night Time 
(detail), 2017, acrylic on linen, 67 x 91cm. Courtesy the artist, Iwantja Arts and Ernst Family Collection. Tarryn Gill, Limber (1) (detail), 2020, mixed media, including hand-stitched Lycra, EPE 
foam and fibre fill, artificial eyes, steel, dimensions: 1.1m x  3.7m x 1.25m. Courtesy of the artist and Gallery Sally-Dan Cuthbert. Photography by Pixel Poetry. 
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Images: Tarryn Gill. Photography by Pixel Poetry.  
Amber Boardman. Photography by Felicity Jenkins. 
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Tarryn Gill  

Based in Perth, Tarryn Gill is a nationally 
recognised multidisciplinary artist who works 
across sculpture, video, performance, set and 
costume design. Her aesthetics and materials 
are heavily informed by her background in 
competitive calisthenics and dance, and her 
most recent works are large soft sculptural 
forms, related to the female uncanny body. Gill 
has held solo exhibitions at the Art Gallery of 
South Australia, Adelaide, Sophie Gannon Gallery, 
Melbourne and MOANA Project Space, Perth. 
Her work is held in the collections of Artbank, 
Art Gallery of Western Australia, Kerry Stokes 
Collection and the Queensland Art Gallery & 
Gallery of Modern Art. Through her solo and 
collaborative practices, Gill has undertaken 
residency projects across Australia, in Argentina, 
Canada, France, Germany, Japan, the United 
Kingdom and the United States. Gill is represented 
by Gallery Sally Dan-Cuthbert.  

Amber Boardman 

Amber Boardman is an American-born painter who 
lives and works in Sydney. Boardman draws on 
her background as a professional animator, often 
exploring the relationship between animation, 
cartoons and painting in her work. She has held 
solo exhibitions at First Draft and Chalk Horse, 
both in Sydney, and been included in the Archibald 
Prize at the Art Gallery of New South Wales. 
Boardman has participated in art fairs in Australia 
and abroad and her work is held in the collections 
of Artbank, City of Sydney and the Museum of 
Contemporary Art of Georgia, Atlanta. Boardman 
has founded studio exhibition spaces in Brooklyn 
and Sydney and has facilitated the exchanges of 
ideas between artists internationally since 2017 
with her Artist-to-Artist Workshop events. She is 
represented by Chalk Horse Gallery. 
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Kaylene Whiskey  
 
Kaylene Whiskey is a Yankunytjatjara artist from 
Indulkana community on the APY Lands, South 
Australia. Whiskey creates joyful, colourful 
paintings of the famous music and film stars she 
admires, painting them into scenes with herself 
that take place on Country. Her paintings are 
filled with strong kungkas (women), wearing 
fantastic outfits, dancing and sharing messages 
of wellbeing and celebration. Whiskey’s profile as 
an artist has gained increasing attention since she 
won the Sir John Sulman Prize at the Art Gallery 
of New South Wales in 2018. She was included in 
the significant Australian survey of contemporary 
art The National, at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Sydney in 2019, and later that year held the 
solo exhibition Wonder Women at Roslyn Oxley9 
Gallery. Most recently, Whiskey and collaborating 
artists from Iwantja Arts won the 2020 Heathcote 
Digital Art Prize for their video Kungka Kunpu 
(Strong Women).  

prOgram highlights 

Artist-to-Artist:  
Virtual Studio Visit with Amber 
Boardman 
 
As a part of her broader creative practice, 
painter Amber Boardman offers free, one-on-one 
meetings with artists to discuss any aspect of 
their practice. 

With over 20 years experience as a professional 
artist, animator, facilitator and lecturer, Amber 
brings expert insights to these sessions. Artists 
may use the appointment to discuss their creative 
careers and get feedback on proposals, websites 
or new work. Book in a Zoom meeting for your 
own virtual studio visit. 45 minutes each. 

Bookings can be made via  
www.amberboardman.com/virtualstudiovisits

This project is supported by the NSW Government 
through Create NSW. 
 

Artist Talk & Tour with Tarryn Gill  
 
Wed 18 November. Gates open at 6pm. 
Talks commence 6:30pm. Bar open. Free Entry. 

Fremantle Arts Centre is supported by the State Government through 
the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries.

Images above: Kaylene Whiskey. Amber Boardman, Dating App Algorithm (detail),  
2019, oil on canvas,  213 x 183cm. Image courtesy & copyright the artist


